April 12, 1948 


Mr, Damon G. Douglas 
53 Park Avenue 
Caldwell, New Jersey- 

Dear Mr. Douglas: 

You will recall that many years ago we were in correspondence 
with respect to American made 3ritish imitation half pence 
and their mulings with American state dies. I am endeavoring 
to assemble the only four collections of these items which I 
know of, namely, Howard Kurth, Yale University, yours and mine, 
for the purpose of photographing and working out all of the 
die varieties involved. I hope that enough items can be con¬ 
nected up to prove conclusively the American origin of these 
items and the varieties of the items made. 

I know you have done work along this line, but I do not believe 
I have ever seen it published, as you indicated to me that you 
were hoping to obtain many more combinations. In the past you 
have looked over many of the items in my collection, but I 
have added many imitation British half pence since then. I 
now have four varieties of the 1787, one variety of 1788, one 
variety of 1784, and miscellaneous 1781, 1778 and 1776, as 
well as a mass of 1775 and prior dates. I imagine you have 
many more than I covering the period after 1775. 

I have never been able to obtain a nice specimen of the Georgius 
III Rex obverse and the 1788 Connecticut reverse (Miller D), 
nor have I been able to obtain a nice specimen of the 1788 
Connecticut cent Miller 1-1. Do you have any duplicates of 
any of these? 

What I would like to know is whether you would be willing to 
lend to me, for study and photographing, your group of imitation 
English half pence and their mulings. I would not wish them 
unless I got similar permission from the other collections 
above mentioned, but I have no doubt that I will receive such 
permission. Perhaps you know of other collections which have 
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gone into this matter. Please let me hear from you as to 
your thoughts on the work I am undertaking. It is sort of 
a modernization of Betts* original work 

I don’t know if I ever told you, but I hare a curious New 
Jersey cent, dated 1787, which is struck over a 1788 Vermont 
cent, thus proving that the 1787 dies of New Jersey were still 
being used well into 1788. It is Just a curiosity, but is 
rather unusual evidence. 

I tried to contact you when I was in New York a few months 
ago, but Mr. Noe said that you came into the city only on 
some Saturdays. The next time I am there I will try to give 
you advance notice. 


Sincerely yours, 


E PNewman/me 


Damon Greenleaf Douglas 
605 Broad Street 
Newark 2, New Jersey 


April 19, 1948 


Dear Air. Newman:- 


It was good news to hear that you were really 
doing some work on the counterfeit British half pence. I 
would be very happy to send you everything I have for study 
and photographing if you decide to go ahead with it. 

As you undoubtedly know, there are mulings con¬ 
necting the 1778 with the 1787 which would, seemingly, indicate 
a strong possibility of their having been issued at the same 
time. I haven’t seen any indication of similar die punches 
connecting the 1784-81-76 with the others. 

The New Jersey overstriking seems to be pretty 
clearly established as having occurred either late in 1789 or 
early in 1790. There are a number of overstrikes over 1788 . 

dates. All the Jersey dies used in the overstriking continue^ 
to bear a 1787 date. 

Sorry to have missed you on your New York trip. 

I am only a half-hour from the city and when next you are East, 
give me a ring and we’ll arrange to get together. 

Looking forward to seeing you, I remain 


DGDjES, 


hr. Eric Newman 
Edison Brothers' Stores, Inc. 
315 ’Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 



April 27, 1948 


Mr. Damon Douglas 
605 Broad Street 
Newark, New Jersey- 

Dear Mr. Douglas* 

Thank you for your kind letter of April 19# 1948. 

I am definitely going ahead with the work on the imitation 
British half pence and will receive the cooperation from 
those who, like yourself, have substantial interests in 
this eurious subject. I am going to give a talk on these 
coins on May 1°, 1948 to the St. Louis Numismatic Society 
and would very much appreciate if I could show them some 
of your material along with my own and that of others. 

After I study your specimens and photograph them I will 
return them to you promptly. I know you have the weight 
and dimensions on the envelopes containing your coins, and 
would appreciate it if you will leave that information with 
them. 

Please include with the imitation half pence any raulings 
with American state dies and any duplicates you may have. 

I note that you are still gathering imitation half pence 
and 1 am enclosing a comment from Mr. K&ten which indicates 
that you have been around. 

I shall gladly pay any expenses in connection with shipping 
the coins to me. 

Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPNewman/i 



June 4, 1948 


Mr. Damon G. Douglae 
605 Broad Street 
Newark 2, New Jersey 

Dear Mr. Douglass 

I hare not received the coins you were going 
to send me, and I merely want to be sure that 
they haye been delayed in your transmitting 
them. I have received the Yale University 
coins and the coins of Mr. Howard Kurth and 
look forward to receiving yours. 

I will, of course, submit my findings to you 
as I know you will have many suggestions in 
connection with them. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPNewman/me 


June 28, 1948 


Ur. Damon G. Douglas 
605 Broad Street 
Newark 2, New Jersey 

Dear Ur. Douglass 

I presume you are still delayed in sending me your imitation 
British half penoe and the mulings concerning the same. How¬ 
ever, I am looking forward to receiving them shortly. 

In addition to the work along that line, I am also doing a 
good deal of work on the Fugle cent. I have combed through 
the Journals of the Continental Congress and found a great 
deal of in cresting material there and also a great many 
references which I will have to follow up in the Library of 
Congress. I understand that you gave a paper on the Fugio 
cents to one of the New York clubs, and that you are quite 
an authority on them. Ur. Bryant, of North Haven, Connecticut, 
told me that you were convinced that the Fugios were made in 
New Haven and not made at the other colonial mints. I would 
like to read your paper if you have a copy. 

If you oould send me promptly those ooins of yours which I 
desire to see 1 would appreciate it very much ae I am holding 
up returning several other collections in order to check any 
die breaks which might be indieative in the order of striking. 
Of course, if it is inconvenient I will understand, as even my 
wife thinks I devote too much time to my hobby. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPNewman/me 


July 26, 1948 


Mr. Damon G. Douglas 
605 Broad Street 
Newark 2, New Jersey 

Dear Mr. Douglas: 

I certainly appreciated your courtesy in coming to New York 
City to meet me and I thoroughly enjoyed talking to you. I 
was pleased to find that we have many mutual interests and 
am only sorry I could not spend more time with you and had to 
concentrate on having pictures taken. 

Under separate cover I am returning the box of coins you 
loaned me when I was in New York. Four of these coins were 
sent to the American Numismatic Society for photographing 
and they will be returned to you as soon as I receive them, 

I am including in the coins being sent to you the two speci¬ 
mens of the 1787 New York Immunis Columbia on the large 
planchet being struck over a New Jersey cent. No doubt you 
will be able to determine from them the variety of New Jersey 
cent. When you have examined them I would appreciate their 
being returned unless you think they should be photographed 
first. 

As to the Fugio cents, I made a further effort in the Library 
of Congress to find the James Jarvis contract. The Manusoript 
Room librarian told me that you had been looking for it also, 
and suggested that we write the Library of the Treasury Depart¬ 
ment which has not turned over many of the documents it has in 
its files. I have not written them but suggest that you might 
if you have not already done so. I believe there is a referenoe 
in the Journals that the contract was turned over to someone on 
Janumry 15, 1789 , but I presume you have already run down that 
lead. 

The pictures of the Fugio cents, with the exception of one 
plate, turned out satisfactorily, and I have sent back the 
coins so that this plate can be taken over again. I have also 
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ordorod for you a complete set of the Fugio canto which I 
will see that you gat as soon ao they ara cant to me. I am 
haring typad up my achadula of the mathod for datormining 
tha dia rariatiao of tha Fugio cents. A copy of this will 
ba transmitted to you. 

I am going on a vacation on July 30th and plan to be gone 
approximately three weeks, but I am sura tha delay will not 
inconvenience you. I presume that you are having your paper 
typed and I look forward to having tha opportunity to read it. 

As to tha Fugio cants which ara at tha Bank of New York, I 
believe you should make every effort to examine them or ob¬ 
tain them either for yourself or for the Society. If you 
want me to check die varieties on a group of them do not 
hesitate to let me know. If there is any chance of my ob¬ 
taining one of each die variety for my own collection, I 
would appreciate your consideration in that respect. 

Again let me express my thanks, for your helpfulness. I be¬ 
lieve we will be able to present a very interesting summary 
on the Fugio cents, and I presume Mr. Nee will want to pub¬ 
lish it. If not, there are many ethers. 

I am returning herewith the three sheets from your book. I 
note that your fto. 9 C ic grouped with the American counter¬ 
feits and was merely wondering what evidence you' have for 
including it. 

With kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPNewman/me 


DAMON G. DOUGLAS COMPANY 

INC. 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS AND BUILDERS 
Griffith Building, 605 Broad Street, Newark 2, New Jersey 
MARKET 2- 
4 4 2 3 


July 29, 1948 


Mr. Eric Newman 
Edson Brothers Stores 
315 Washington Avenue 
St, Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr, Newmans 


Thanks for your good letter of the 26th. The visit 
with you at the Society was indeed a treat. When you head this way 
again try to schedule it so that you can spend a night with us in 
Caldwell and we’ll really get in step. 

My manuscript of the first part of "James Jarvis 
and the Fugio Coppers" should be in pretty good shape by the end of 
next month and I’ll send you a copy then. It comprises a narrative 
biography of Jarvis interwoven with the entire history of the coinage, 
all documented from contemporary evidence. 

The second part is still in pretty rough form dealing 
with the coins, the die works, the planchets and discussing the so-called 
New Haven restrikes and concluding with a discussion of the claims for 
other than New Haven as a mint site. 


An appendix will list the various proposals received 
for the coinage and will sive in full a variety of hitherto unpublished . 

documents apd letters. imAhAs. ^ _ 

•Muu xJUtu. W '^mAJL >W MtfarJPy ) 

Will do my best at the Bank of New York as soon as the 
officer in charge of the coppers returns from his vacation late in 
August. If I don’t succeed in borrowing the whole lot. I’ll ask you to 
go to work on it. 


The 9-C was kept in sight merely on a slight simularity 
of profile and some resemblance of die punoh letters to some of the American 
issues, certainly much too nebulous to warrant any assumptions but worth 
looking for possible mulings. The same thing applies to the 1776 struck 
over a Spanish (?) copper. 


More power to you in happy hunting! 


DAMON G. DOUGLAS COMPANY 

INC. 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS AND BUILDERS 
Griffith Building, 605 Broad Street, Newark 2, New Jersey 
MARKET 2- 
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August 20, 1948 


Mr. Erie P. Newman 
Edison Bros. Stores, Inc. 
315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


Enclosed is a preliminary copy of my manuscript of 
James Jarvis and the Fugio Coppers for your perusal, comments and advice. 

The tabulation of coins specimens remains to be completed as does also 
the analysis of the bank board. (Have a faithful promise from the bank 
that the coins will be sent to the Society by the end of the month for 
2 or 3 months loan for study.) 

Another preliminary copy is circulating among the 
ANS publication committee who I hope will approve it for the monograph 
series (now, as you know, in Numismatist size). 

I still find much to revise and will be hoping for a 
batch of suggested improvements from you and from the ANS. 

The preface will be completed with specific acknowledgments 
to several collectors and a full expression of obligation to you for 
your help. Am planning in Appendix A a listing of others who solicited 
employment or the contract from Congress and Appendix B, a printing of 
hitherto unpublished contemporary letters, proposals and documents 
relating to the coinage. The whole thing may run about 90 pages with 
8 plates. 

Have only one set of the plate photos for the die 
arrangement. Will try having them photostated when I get back from 
Boston about Sept. 1st and if they are usable will send you copies. 

Upon reoeipt of your photos will attribute and arrange them according to 
my numbering and advise you. 


(continued) 
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Mr. Erie P. Newman 


Our thought re footnotes is to put them at the bottom of 
each page but for convenience in the ms. they have been grouped at 
the end. 

The Librarian of the Treasury Department writes that they 
have absolutely nothing. 


More power to you. 


Sincerely yours. 



Enel. 

cc: Sawyer Mosser, Editor 

American Numismatic Society 



August 30 # 1948 


Mr. lianon 0. Douglas 
605 Rroud Street 
Newark, JTew Jersey. 

Dear r. Douglast 

I Just returned from ny vacation and have had only a moment 
to examine your letters of July :?9 un i August 20 to no. Tom a proliminary 
glance, your tr^rk on th' ^uglo oop'orn is a nrv clous osoembly of informa¬ 
tion, and certainly demnstrates a world of work in gathering facto from 
hotoro. onoouo records. I enjoyed reading it in haste and aoon will 3 ttle 
down to rending it carefully. 

I will give you ny oo ments on it in due course, but for the 
present have a few preliminary remark*i 

I do not think it wise to takQ a different position from 
Cro3by with respect to the obvoroe end reverse designations, a3 this to me is 
an argument on a meaningless subject, dinco Crosby acc r*atoly described mrny 
of the "ugio coins, oapocially the patterns, I feel that you should follow hi* 
designation or else eliminate the use of th* words "obverse" and "rw'roo" en¬ 
tirely, and raor^ly use the "mm dial" 3ide end "link" side. In my list I have 
followed Crosby's designation. 

My die variety work is based principally t%pon Hr. >>yd'c and 
ny own collection. I have i.A&e it as airaple an po iblo and feel that descrip¬ 
tion of differences should be conpleto in describing a die rather than h ving 
notes to follow. You Itffts 25 sun dial, side dies but I have only 34 differ nt. 

I have 31 link side dies wh UNM I have 32 by adding anotho . Id you 

lot ino lav w if you have other dies which arc not in Hr. Boyd's Collection or are 
your varities principally from other sources? 

As to the lien Haven dies - I do not believe they should be 
listed with the r gular series and I havo included them in patterns. I believe 
they are genuine dies and that you should not indicate tliat you believe they are 
"nineteenth contvty products". I ’Tender if you li ve considered the fact that 
Crosby obverse .1 is combined with his Reverse A (admittedly genuine) and with 
1 v roe . You will n-’te that Crosty Obverse 1 and Reverse B are both made from 
the sane hubs as the lf*>w Haven dies and therefore are contemporary with Reverse 
A. I beiiovo the now hubs for the thin linked patterns were propped in antici¬ 
pation of further striking and that these dios were prepared and not used beoause 
of th-' v rious difficulties you point out. What unpose would there be in making 
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a new net of dies for a common coin? I would like to know f tho forcing 
diangea your thinlcing. 

X an sanding you herewith tho photos of all Fttgioa which are tho 
select©'. oat (lino fron loyd'.s, the 'ociety’s .and t cy own collection, namely A 455- 
6-7-9, 46. -0, 470-1-2, 496-7-8, which X hr.d raado at the ociety. It was my the ht 
when vre discussed the matter that I would write the die variety oection and let it 
ho used as a short separate illustrated article which deuld accompany your histori¬ 
cal matter. You now indicate you wish to fork ray material into yours. I wish ycu 
would give this forth .’ tho tit. 7a could each chock the work of the other so that 
there are no duplications and so there are rociprical ref renews • 

I t-jould appreci te a print of ity two Insane Columbia ovr Hew Jersey if 
you have thorn photogra phed. 

Again congratulations on the am aing facts you dug up on Janes Jarvis 
and I know whan your article io rinted you will receive the full appreciation 
your rose ::*ch merits. 


Sincerely, 


33711 Jo 

1 th.ink . cur article should show that under the rt jlas of Confederation 
ratified July 9, 1775 (Article 9 4) "Tho United States, in Congress 
assembled, shall also have tho Sale find exclusive ri$it and powr of 
r^giLting the alloy and value of co in str ct hy their own authority or 
hy that of the respective States - - 


DAMON G. DOUGLAS COMPANY 

INC. 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS AND BUILDERS 
Griffith Building, 605 Broad Street, Newark 2, New Jersey 
MARKET 2- 
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September 1, 1948 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Eds on Bros. Stores 
315 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thanks a lot for yours of August 30. You and I will 
probably burn out the bearings on several typewriters if we are to 
fully explore the various matters by mail. Here goes a start. 

1. Obverse vs. Reverse. Agreed that the subject is somewhat moot. 

However before concluding to switch Crosby’s usage, I considered 
the following. 

A. He made no die classification beyond a few major varieties and 
those few have not been repeated elsewhere to any significant 
extent by Crosby numbers. 

B. On Plate VII he placed the sundial sides above the linked sides 
so that he himself presents an inconsistancy. 

C. A '’gallop poll" of collectors, dealers and laymen answered 
unanimously the question, "Which is the principal and most 
important side?" and ’’Which side would youCall the obverse?" 
with "The sundial side*. " 

Thus I concluded that more confusion would result from 
the use of numbers for the link sides than the very slight amount, if any, 
resulting from lettering them and numbering the sundial sides. 

2. When the preliminary plates are ready and we check each other’s 
designations we can more easily check duplications or descriptions. 

Hope to have something usuable on this ready in a week or two. 

3. Re patterns. The word itself implies a purpose and I hesitate to use 
it without any scrap of documentary evidence that any dies were ever 
made for suoh a purpose. In an arrangement ordered to assist ready 
finding it seems logical to inolude every thing in the one arrangement. 

4. Re so-called "New Haven" dies. I am tempted to suspect them. Scoville 
Manufacturing Company, I hope, is going to examine the sundial die 
which is in Waterbury at the Mattatuk Historical Society and report 
whether or not their technician can form any opinion as to the probable 
date of its manufacture. I also suspect Crosby's mulletted thin link 
and the broken opposite sundial die. The planchet diameters of all 
observed specimens all check closely with the "restrikes" and are 


(continued) 
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larger than the regular issues, Also both sets are the only ones known 
in silver. 


Crosby's reported muling of the plain sundial with the mulletted 
links does require an explanation. I haven’t yet located the specimen Crosby 
reports. Two explanations so far have occurred to me. 

A. The plain sundial was the only old die actually found by Mr. Rust. 

B. Crosby may have been fooled by an electro muling. Dangeroulsy good 
electros of some of the plain sundial mulings are very extensive. 

The A.N.S. specimen was in their cabinet for years as genuine but 
is actually an electro. 

Your suggestion, upon the basis of any evidence yet available, 
is equally speculative. 

For motive. Rust might well have anticipated quite a handsome 
profit above the costs of a pair or two of dies from the sale of a gold, a 
flock of silver and hundreds of copper "restrike" specimens. If the total 
struck were 500, a mark up of five or ten cents each would, 1 believe, about 
cover the die cost at the price levels then prevailing. 

5. Re Arrangement of sundial side. I considered the center ornament 
but preferred the position of D over S as more easily described. 

Let me take another look. Also your scheme for rosette positions seems 
excellent but I’d like to work it some with the coins before final 
comment. 

6. Re Arrangement of link sides. Have not been able to determine your 
method of ordering the arrangement. My listing, in terms of seeming 
clockwise rotation of U with respect successively to 0, W, & E of 

the central legend seems to assist in more quickly locating photograph 
for positive identification. Y«hat do you think? 

7. Re Attempting complete verbal descriptions for positive differentiation 

without photographic comparison. My feeling was that since complete 
photographs are to be included, just enough description is needed to 
assist in quickly placing the specimen within one or two of its 

proper place for positive determination from the photos. I’d like to 
try yours cold with the coins awhile before deciding. 

8. Am taking your two Immune's to A.N.S. Saturday for photographing and 
will surely send you print. 

9. Re Articles of confederation. Thanks for suggestion re inclusion of 
status of government with regard to coining. It will be included. 

10. My first idea of handling the coins/ and some of the reasoning fw^t 
them as parts of an appendix seemed^on second thought^ too disjointed. 

The pages devoted to the coins as you know from the copy sent you are 
still pretty rough. Just how best to polish them off I'm not sure. 

The weight and diameter tabulations are still rather sketchy with 
some varieties not represented and many only by one or two specimens. 


(continued) 
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11. Your idea of only using odd numbers, leafring the evens for yet to be 
discovered dies, has merit. It does have one serious objection for the 
collector in that his list fails to indicate the relative comoleteness 
of his set. Also it doesn't take care of the alphabet dies. Wouldn't 
it be better to let future discoveries be inserted as ^'s, ie 21^ and 
D^-. This automatically singles out varieties not in the original list 

and has been found convenient in the New Jersey series. 

12. The coins from the Bank of New York are at the Society (1,641 of them) 
on loan for two or three months. I plan to try to get the bank to give 
any specimens needed to improve its collection to the A.N.S. and then 
to see what can be done for you and me. A rather hasty examination 
indicates only about five or six sundial dies and probably fewer 

link dies. It may be a few weeks before I have them all attributed. 

The diameters and weights will take considerably longer. Will let 
you know the results. 

Till our next, more power to you and thanks a million. 


DGDjRN 


Sincerely yours, 
DAMON G.^OUGLAS {/ 




4P 







September 24, 1948 


Mr. Damon G. Douglas 
605 Broad Street 
Newark, New Jersey 

Dear Mr. Douglas: 

I am returning herewith the four British Imitation Half Pence 
which I borrowed from you for the purpose of having them photo¬ 
graphed. 

I am enclosing a copy of the various items in the Articles of 
Confederation which refer to coinage and ourreney. 1 mentioned 
one portion in my last letter and merely wish to give you a copy 
of my complete memorandum. 

I very carefully checked the silver New Haven re-strike with my 
silver pattern and found that the re-strike is thicker and has 
bevels on the edge, indicating a much more modern manufacture 
than the flat edge on the silver pattern. The silver is also a 
completely different color, due to the impurities in it, whieh 
indicates it came from a different lot of silver. If it ie 
necessary, I can have the silver tested and I believe they will 
show an entirely different fineness. 

You mention that you hesitate to use the word "patterns.’* I 
definitely think that when a copper coin is struck in silver you 
have a Justifiable basis for it, and I believe any coin is a 
pattern until it is used for a regular issue. Of course that 
doesn't determine the question as to whether they are genuine. 

You will note that in my letter of August 3 I asked whether your 
Fugio die list was based upon Mr. Boyd's collection, and whether 
there were any new dies that were not in hie eolleotion. No 
doubt you overlooked answering that question, and it will be 
helpful to me in cheeking your die list against mine. Of course, 
I do not have your pictures as yet and am looking forward to 
receiving them. Do you wish mo to weigh all of Mr. Boyd's coins 
and measure them, or have you already done that? 
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I am Tory glad that the Bank of Hew York s#nt th# hoard they 
had to the Society and I know what a taek it has been for you 
to work through them. It is disappointing that there are only 
a few dies among them, but I believe that is what we both 
suspeoted. I hope we oan eaoh get a set of those for our 
collections, 

I have been flooded with a great deal of work and have not had 
the opportunity to comb through your article, but I have not 
forgotten it and will proceed shortly. 

I look forward to hearing from you, and will get back to work 
on our pet subject very shortly. 


Sincerely, 


EPNewman/me 


January 21, 1949 


Mr* Damon G. Douglas 
605 Broad Street 

Newark 2, New Jersey 

Dear Mr. Douglast 

Wayte Raymond wrote me sometime ago requesting the right 
to publish in his Coin Collectors' Journal the die va¬ 
rieties of the Fugio Cent. I could not turn him down 
because he was responsible for getting me Mr. Boyd's 
cents to work on and to photograph. Therefore, I be¬ 
lieve Mr. Raymond will publish my plates and die variety 
description in his next issue of the Coin Collectors' 
Journal, 

When it comes out you will notice that I put you directly 
on the spot. I said that you had written a very interest¬ 
ing history of James Jarvis which would be published soon, 
so I do hope that that will be done. 

Incidentally, I believe you have two of my Immunis Columbia 
cents struck over New Jersey, and I would appreciate their 
return if you have finished working with .them. 

If I can be of any further help on the Jarvis article, 
please let me know. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/me 
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February 17, 1949 


Mr. Eric P. Ne\mian 
% Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Will be looking forward to your Coin Collectors' Journal 
die variety listing. Trust you will not use any of the historical 
or other data included in the rough draft of my projected opus. 

Thanks a million for the long loan of your two interesting 
Iramunis's which are returned herewith. 

With best regards, I remain 


Sincerely yours. 


DGD :RN 
Enel. 



